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Years of  legacy and faith... 

The new Tabernacle for St. Jude Catholic Church:  The Holy Doors of St. Peter 

The Holy Door (in Latin, porta sancta) of St. Peter's Basilica in Rome is the northernmost door of the Basilica.  By  
tradition, it is walled up by bricks and only opened for Holy Years, such as the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy, as  
designated by the Holy Father.  In preparation for the Holy Year of 1950, Pope Pius XII held an international  
competition to design three new holy doors for St. Peter's Basilica.  Italian sculptor Vico Consorti joined and won the 
competition for the Holy Door.  The door, consisting of 16 bronze panels, is also called the Door of Great Pardon, as 
each panel depicts scenes of man's sin and God's redemption and mercy.  When you view our new Tabernacle, you will 
see a replica of St. Peter’s Doors. 
 
In the first row, we see the sin of Adam and Eve and their expulsion from the Garden by an angel contrasted with the  
redemption of man by the Incarnation announced by an angel. 
 
In the second row, we see the Baptism of Jesus, the Sacrament in which we are adopted as sons and daughters of 
God.  In the second panel, Christ seeks the lost sheep.  In the third panel, we see an illustration of the Father's mercy 
with a depiction of the return of the prodigal son taken from Luke 15.  In the final panel, we see Christ healing the man 
paralyzed: "Rise, take up your pallet, and walk," (John 5:8). 
 
In the third row, Jesus opens the door of new life to the woman who is sinful but can love; Jesus tells Peter that one 
must forgive seventy times seven times. Jesus trusts anew in the man who promises fidelity and then denies him;  
Jesus opens the door of heaven to the thief who calls on him. 
 
In the fourth row, Jesus unlocks the heart of doubting Thomas to the faith; he gives his Spirit to the Apostles to enable 

them to forgive sins; he tumbles Paul from his horse and suddenly opens up a whole new world to him; he knocks at 

everyone's door and waits for us to open it. 

http://stpetersbasilica.info/Interior/HolyDoor/Panels/HD-panels.htm
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6:45p—Rosary 

7p—Eucharistic Adoration & Reconciliation 

8:15p—Concert 

This fall, the 177 Project is 

partnering with 22  

different artists to bring an 

evening of Eucharistic  

Adoration and music to every 

single diocese in the US!  

 

On September 29th, we’ll be at 

St. Jude Catholic Church in 

Indianapolis, IN and we want 

you to join us. 

 

Tickets to the evening are 

completely free and can be 

picked up in the church office, 

at the Welcome Booth after 

Mass or by visiting  

www.the177project.com 

 

Can’t wait to see you there! 
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EMBRACING THE COMPLEXITIES 
JENIFER BROWN 

I’ve never fully understood the admonition to avoid topics of religion and politics in polite company.  
From an early age, I’ve been willing (and encouraged) to jump headlong into topics of potential  
controversy. However, the current child abuse scandal facing the church has felt off-limits, even for 
me.  It is all too shocking, too depraved, too unconscionable – both the alleged activities and, of 
course, the decades-long cover-up seemingly at the highest levels of our church leadership. 
 
At St. Jude Parish, we are blessed to have Father Jeff Godecker celebrate Mass with us from time to 
time. Father Jeff, who by his own admission, could retreat to a comfortable position of prayer and 
reflection in the woods as a retired member of the clergy. But, he says, he can’t walk away. And we 
shouldn’t walk away from the current controversy either. 
 
At a recent Mass, I appreciated Father Jeff’s recognition that many of us, including his own peers, 
feel angry and embarrassed. I also appreciated his unequivocal assertion that the Church must  
actively respond to the current scandal and I really appreciated his correlation between these  
unspeakable acts and the need to elevate women to the highest levels of Church leadership (Amen!). 
However, what I admired most about Father’s remarks was his bravery in raising the issue at all, 
particularly during mass, as well as his acknowledgment of not having all the answers. This is the 
strength of character that church leadership, as well as each of us, must recognize and encourage. 
Even when the topic is a little too close to home and the answers even more opaque, it is essential 
that we lean in to the controversy and seek to better understand ourselves and one another. After 
all, truth and light comes from loving one another and our willingness to explore and discuss  
difficult topics. 
 
As an attorney, and particularly these days as an immigration attorney, and in my most critical role 
as the mother of young teenage daughters, I’m often reminded of the need to “sit with the  
complexity.” This sage advice came to me from a mentor who is also a long-standing member of the 
federal judiciary.  Her wisdom, while discussed in contemplation of secular (and often political) 
affairs, is no less poignant with respect to issues of faith and engagement in our church  
communities. Sometimes the answers are elusive and even the right questions to ask are  
unclear. And sometimes, the mere acknowledgment of this vulnerability is all that needs to be said 
for the moment. 
 
As Father Jeff recently reminded us, most of the Church’s best work is done at the local parish level 
– consider our unyielding work in education, with the poor, and with the sick. Consider also how we 
so fully support one another in times of celebration, uncertainty and in mourning. The West African 
Proverb, “When you pray, move your feet” comes to mind. The Church, around the world,  
demonstrates this each and every day and our parish is certainly no exception. In sitting with the 
complexities, we must simultaneously keep this fullness of the church top of mind. 
 
In doing so, I urge you to raise your voice and engage in the dialogue within the church even when 
you don’t have all (or any) of the answers and especially then. Raise your voice and engage in the 
dialogue even when and especially when you fear your thoughts are too pedestrian. It is often the 
case that those closest to the issue miss the most obvious solutions. We need your voice and the 
diversity of your perspective. Sometimes the most egregious solutions are derived in darkness 
through acts of complacency not ill will. 

 
We live in a complex time and the need for 
civil discourse is more paramount now than 
ever before, at least in my lifetime. We could 
be, and, in fact, are called to be, an example to 
the world of embracing the controversy and 
not running from it. In good times and in bad, 
the church requires your leadership,  
thoughtful contemplation and your good 
works. 
 
Consistent with Mark’s Gospel, may we seek 
within our own hearts to better understand 
ourselves.  And, may we find the courage to 
embrace the complexities of the human  
experience in an effort to know better one  
another. 
 
If you missed Father Godecker’s remarks on 
the weekend of September 2nd, please visit the  
St. Jude website under the bulletins and  
homilies tab or in the search bar. 
 
Grace and Peace to each of you! 

Jenifer Brown 

“Sit with the 
complexity.” 

www.stjudeindy.org 
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Fr. Steve Banet              

Pastor 

“We are called to educate our children in the ways of faith and life.” 

Quality early childhood education continues to be an unmet need in our community and an  
opportunity for St. Jude to engage younger families in different ministries.  St. Jude is the only 
South Deanery school that does not offer a pre-K program.  Based on our parish baptisms and 
databases, we currently have over 300 children under the age of five and 
more than 300 K-8 aged children who do not attend our school.  While the 
lack of a pre-K program is not the sole reason these children do not attend 
our school, we believe our limited offerings for quality early childhood 
education and childcare contribute to these numbers.  Establishing early 
and significant connections with young families will lead to more  
involvement in the parish. A quality pre-K program at St. Jude would help 
prepare young children for success at St. Jude Catholic School and  
beyond. 

For children to succeed in school and in life, quality early childhood  
education is critical.  Unfortunately, far too many families in our  
community are simply unable to afford this expense.  In turn, the child’s 
education suffers, and a barrier is created.  Federal vouchers are available 
to help eligible families afford the cost of quality early childhood  
education, if the program meets specific standards.  The standard used by 
the Indiana Family and Social Services Administration is ‘Paths to Quality’ 
and voucher levels for eligible families increase based on the quality level 
achieved.  The Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) is a federal 
program that helps families obtain childcare so that parents may work, 
attend training or continue their own education. The purpose of CCDF is to increase the  
availability, affordability and quality of childcare.  

St. Jude Catholic School has been recognized both by the U.S. Department of Education as a 
‘Nationally Recognized Blue Ribbon School of Excellence’ and the Indiana Department of  
Education as an ‘A’ school rating, or Four Star School, the highest rating available.  Our goal at  
St. Jude is to continue this tradition of excellence by pursuing a quality early childhood education 
program achieving the highest quality rating (Level Four) to receive national accreditation and 
meet eligibility standards for CCDF vouchers.  Overall, the following progressive levels are  
required to receive the highest level of CCDF funding from eligible families: 

        Level One: Health and safety needs of children met 

        Level Two: Environment supports children’s learning 

        Level Three: Planned curriculum guides child development and school readiness 

        Level Four: National accreditation (the highest indicator of quality) is achieved 

An Education Steering Committee has been formed to develop the curriculum for this future  
St. Jude early childhood education program. The Committee is leveraging best practices in  
consultation with multiple non-profit agencies in Indianapolis, including the United Way of  
Central Indiana (UWCI), Early Learning Indiana, St. Mary’s Child Center, and others.  The  
Archdiocese of Indianapolis and Little Rebels pre-school program based on Thompson Road also 
continue to be partners in these discussions.  A preliminary budget has been developed to ensure 
this is a self-sustaining, quality early childhood education program that will not require additional 
subsidies from St. Jude parish. In fact, some of our existing utility and other maintenance costs 
currently born by the parish may be absorbed into the new program’s budget.  The planned tuition 
has been evaluated and is in-line with other local programs. 

In addition to curriculum development, professional education  
development and administrative consulting, there is the potential for  
additional funding from UWCI. In this regard, the Building and Design 
Committee is also partnering with UWCI and local architects to explore 
leveraging existing facilities in building our program which is expected to 
include approximately 75 three and four year old children starting as early 
as Fall 2019.  These are very exciting and dynamic discussions that we 
hope to have confirmed later this fall.  

Thank you for your ongoing support of our campaign!  We continue to 
make great progress on our campaign pledges and cash collections efforts 
and this needs to continue.  Once we achieve 50% of our total cost (there 
remains a gap of approximately $250k) we can break ground on this  
exciting vision.  

Please contact Fr. Steve, Jen Brown, Jeff Wilson, Joe Shelburn or  
Stan Schutz with any questions. 

Jeff Wilson   

Co-Director of  

Campaign  

Continuation Committee  

Joe Shelburn 

Director of Education 

Steering Committee 

Stan Schutz   

Director of Building 

& Design Committee 

www.stjudeindy.org 

Jenifer Brown 

Co-Director of   

Campaign Continuation  

Committee 
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How many times have you heard ,“You can change the world!”? I know I have heard it and 

have scoffed at such nonsense—“I can change the world-not hardly!” are the words running 

through my head. However, I have said it to the students on many occasions and meant it. I am 

not sure if it is a lack of self confidence in ourselves or a fear of trying that makes us feel that 

We cannot make a difference but someone else can. 

At Saint Jude we have been blessed to see a difference in the lives of many through our  

involvement with St. Vincent de Paul’s program called, Changing Lives Forever. This is an 18 

week program for individuals who are living in, or on the borderline, of poverty. 

 

This is a program that requires a real commitment from the participants. It is an 18 week  

program that meets for 3 hours once a week. There are stringent requirements for attendance, 

participation, homework and a sharing of ideas.  For many of our participants it has been years 

since they embarked on anything this daunting. However, many have won the battle. When 

they have been successful they have an actual graduation (it is amazing how many have said, “I 

have never graduated from ANYTHING!” They are entitled to a trained mentor for a year. 

There are follow up meetings with facilitators, mentors, and classmates throughout the year 

after graduation. 

As you may have realized, this program requires many hands to be successful—facilitators, 

prayer leaders, prayer partners, food and transportation organizers, mentors and mentor  

trainers, program recruiters, and advertising assistants. We have been very fortunate to have 

had people who are interested and who have volunteered their time and talents. It has been a 

rewarding experience to see people who were struggling, without much success, better them-

selves and not only improve their lives, but to thrive. 

If you have any interest in any part of the program, please feel free to email me at 

maurz1@comcast.net or call me at 317-941-0069.  

 

Please pray and take the words of Steve Agarissano’s song, “Go Make a Difference In the 

World”, to heart because YOU can make a difference! 

You can change the world 
Maureen Zimmerman 
Changing Lives Forever –Mentor Coordinator 

www.stjudeindy.org 

Please join us on October 6th immediately following the 5pm Mass at the  

St. Jude Pavilion for a free event for the entire family!  Activities will include a  

cookout, pumpkin painting, bounce houses, hayrides, fellowship &  

a performance by the band, Spinrut. 

 

This event is open to the entire parish and will specially honor St. Jude School & 

Parish Volunteers as well as Alumni & Legacy Members.  Please join us! 

Autumnfest 2018 



THE MISSION TRIP TO ECUADOR 
ANSWERING THE QUESTION: “SO, WHAT DID YOU DO 
THERE?” 
BIL DANNER 
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Bil Danner 

Director of Adult Faith Formation / 

Pastoral Associate 

 
“How was the trip? Are you glad to be home?” These and other questions are pretty common 
when missionaries return. The most oft asked question, though, “What did you do there?”  I 
wrote before about painting, pounding nails, and moving rocks. Well, we painted and we  
pounded nails just like we expected we would. We didn’t actually move any rocks this time, but 
we did move some hearts! 

There are many stories about our interacting with the people to share but first, some  
context- Una Sola Fuerza, Ecuador, is a settlement community located on the outskirts of  
Duran, which is a suburb of the large city, Guayaquil. The people who dwell in Una Sola Fuerza 
are extremely poor and are considered “squatters”. They receive no benefits from the  
government. The land is deemed uninhabitable as the area is not commercially viable for any 
purpose- it is swampy and polluted. The government tolerates people setting up and living 
there of their own volition. At this time, the government does not provide services such as  
water, electricity, waste removal, etc. The government does turn a “blind eye” to residents 
“borrowing” electric power from nearby Duran. There are currently more than 15,000 people 
living in  Una Sola  Fuerza.   

Una Sola Fuerza is part of the new San Jacinto Catholic Diocese, which is a diocese split off 
from the Archdiocese of Guayaquil. The San Jacinto Diocese has almost a million Catholics, and 
there are less than 50 priests to serve these people.  Consequently, Una Sola Fuerza really only 
has one parish in its midst. Many years ago, Indianapolis native Fr. Paul Evard, through the 
Missionary Society of St. James, planted the local parish in Una Sola Fuerza and it was named 
San Bernabe (St. Barnabas).  The Missionary Society of St. James is no longer directly involved 
with San Bernabe parish; therefore the parish has been absorbed into the San Jacinto Diocese 
under Bishop Anibel Guerra. Just last Spring, Bishop Guerra assigned Fr. Flavio Gavilanes to 
San Bernabe, and thus to the entire community of Una Sola Fuerza. 

It is at San Bernabe where we missionaries make our basecamp. Through 
generous donations procured by the Missionary Society of St. James, there is 
a church structure that serves as a place for Mass and other sacraments, and 
there is also space for meetings and rudimentary classrooms, as well as living 
quarters for a priest and space for missionaries. The Parish is the  
central hub of faith activity in the community, but because of the massive 
geographic area that is inhabited now, there are several outpost chapels in 
the area. Fr. Flavio not only serves the people at St. Bernabe, he also has a 
parish in the town of Duran, and he does his best to visit all the chapels in the 
area for Mass as often as he is able.  

San Bernabe Parish is where we do the bulk of our work, but we also work 
with two other Catholic faith-based organizations that minister directly to the 
community of Una Sola Fuerza. One of these is Organizacion du Mujeres, 
which is a ministry arm of the Institute of Santa Mariana de Jesús of Ecuador 
that seeks to empower residents of Un Sola Fuerza, especially women, to  
become more independent - they are taught many life skills, offered services 
such as basic health care and nutrition information, and they are taught job 
skills as well. I encourage you to link to this article for more information: 
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/news/ministry/outskirts-ecuadors-
largest-city-two-sisters-improve-lives-43521 

The other organization is called Foundacion Puro Corazon. This 
foundation is a mission that serves daily lunch to the children in 
the neighborhood. For many of the children that are fed here, it 
may be the only full meal they get each day.  The spiritual director 
of the foundation is Father Norman Moran. He is an incardinated 
priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago but he spends at least one 
month a year (often more) at this location. He grew up in Una 
Sola Fuerza and his mother currently runs the daily operation of 
the kitchen.    

The Church and these two organizations are doing the best work 
they can even though they lack many material necessities, and 
resources are very scarce. Our group of missionaries spent the 
bulk of our trip building for them such basic needs as tables, 
benches, chairs, bookcases, and even a stair railing.  We did more 
than just build things, though… 

www.stjudeindy.org 
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I want  to share a specific story of hearts being moved on this trip. I asked 
the St. Jude Rosary makers for 100 rosaries to take and while there, I gave 
all of them away. When word spread that I had rosaries to give away, peo-
ple from the village asked if they could please have one. I was particularly 
touched when a small group of women came to me and immediately upon 
receiving rosaries, they stepped right into the church and began praying 
together. But the best rosary moment was with the septuagenarian woman 
whose makeshift home that she shares with her special needs adult son is 
right across the street from where we stay. Her son, Hernan, is very  
friendly and enjoyed interacting with us throughout the trip – but the 
mother, not so much. She seemed to barely tolerate us and often looked at 
us with much suspicion. The entirety of her days is spent on a chair in the 
doorway of her home, just seeming to keep watch over the street, while 
occasionally chasing the chickens and dogs away with a stick. No amount 
of friendly, “buenos dias’” seemed to change her disposition toward us. 

At the beginning of our second week, figuring there was nothing to lose, I 
went over to her home and simply asked “¿Quieres un Rosario?” (“Do you 
want a rosary?) At that moment, she was changed! She smiled, reached for 
the rosary but instead grasped my hands and declared “іMuchas gracias!” 
She then gently took the rosary and placed it around her neck and seemed 
genuinely pleased with the gift. From that point on we were friends… I was 
particularly moved when several moments after I had returned back to our 
base, I looked over and saw her in her chair in the doorway, singing the 
rosary prayers and holding her rosary to her lips in an obvious gesture of 
devotion. I have to admit that this scene really moved my heart! 

I’ll finish by quoting myself from my last article: “… there is so much more 
to this annual mission trip than simply building things and painting stuff… 
What we are actually building in this endeavor is a relationship – a  
relationship that is built upon caring, communication, respect, and mostly 
on the mutual understanding that God loves us all.” 

Mission accomplished! But there is still more work to be done… 

Please prayerfully consider joining us next July. 

2017-2018 Memorials 

A memorial contribution is a thoughtful way to pay tribute and celebrate a loved one's 

life or life event.   At St. Jude Parish we are grateful for the many families that choose 

us as the beneficiary of their giving.  We hope this is an indication of the role we play in 

our members lives.  In the 2017-2018 fiscal year we received  over $10,000 of gifts 

that were given in memory of a deceased loved one or to celebrate a joyous event.   

 

We would like to take this moment to express our gratitude.   

 

Ron Beretta 

Robert Cissell 

Robert Cook 

David Curtis 

Carla Erickson 

Pat Henninger 

Vincent Goebel 

Richard Lally 

Joan McKinley 

John Perkins 

Mary Jane Porcelli 

Anthony Sanneman 

William Schubach 

Nancy Trego 

James Haworth’s Baptism 
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A STORY OF VOCATIONS 
BY: EILEEN HORAN 

Horan Family 

My husband Joe and I have been parishioners at St. Jude for over 30 years. I grew up in St. Barnabas parish 

and Joe grew up in Greensburg, Indiana and was a member of St. Mary’s Church.  

We have five children and three grandchildren. All of our children went to St. Jude School and Roncalli 

High School. Three of our children are married and a fourth child is engaged to be married this December. 

Our second oldest child, Tracey has discerned a different vocation. Tracey entered the Sisters of Providence 

of St. Mary of the Woods, Indiana in 2014. She spent a year as a postulant and two years after that as a  

novice. Last year, in June of 2017, she took her first vows on her journey as a religious sister. 

People will ask me how I feel about Tracey being a sister and of course my first response as a mom is that I 

am very proud of her. She was my daughter before she was a sister, so I tend to think of her as my child 

before I think of her as Sr. Tracey. 

Going back to when she was first discerning, I think Joe and I had a gradual realization that she was headed 

in that direction. Tracey dated in high school and in college, but even as she did the normal things teenagers 

do – dances, games, parties – she had a calling to service and justice that took her to many different places 

and made her think beyond Indianapolis where she grew up and Dayton where she went to college 

(University of Dayton).   

It was on a service trip to Anthony, New Mexico that she was introduced more intimately to the religious 

life as she lived with some of the Sisters of Charity who lived and worked near the Mexican border. When 

she went back to Anthony after college, she went to teach at a grade school in El Paso, but also to discern 

her calling to a religious vocation. 

I don’t think Joe and I were ever saddened or displeased to think Tracey would live her life as a religious 

sister. Like all parents, we just want our children to be happy and to be good people, able to support  

themselves and hopefully give back to the community in some way. 

Years ago, in the generation before mine, there were many young girls who entered religious life and there 

were many sisters who modeled that life in Catholic schools across the country. By the time I was in school, 

there were about 4 or 5 Sisters of St. Benedict in my school and I think only 2 or 3 Sisters of  

Providence at St. Jude when our kids went there. Now there are no religious sisters at St. Jude. So religious 

life isn’t witnessed by kids anymore as they grow up and it’s not held up as a desirable vocation as it once 

was. 

Our concern was for Tracey’s happiness and on the other side of the coin, she was concerned that we might 

be disappointed or maybe even disapproving. I think we each were concerned for each other. 

I do remember asking Tracey if she ever thought she would regret not having a husband or children and she 

told us that she didn’t feel she could accomplish what God was calling her to do if she were married. As a 

religious sister, she could serve God as she felt called to do. She had discerned this to be God’s will for her. 

Also, the discernment process itself was reassuring in that there is plenty of time and plenty of direction, 

counseling and education before even first vows take place.  Even after 4 years, Tracey still has a few more 

years before taking perpetual vows or final vows as we used to call them. I often joke that if engaged couples 

had so much discernment before marriage, there would either be fewer marriages or fewer divorces! 

Would I encourage other parents to ask their daughters if they would ever consider the vocation of  

religious life? Yes, indeed I would. While there aren’t as many girls entering the religious life as there were 

years ago, Tracey has met many intelligent, thoughtful and caring young women who are sisters and are 

now her friends. Her relationships are closest with her fellow Sisters of Providence, but she has many 

friends in other orders as well and they support and encourage each other. 

Sisters used to be cloistered or at least allowed few visits with family once they entered the convent. We 

found out that is a thing of the past. Of course Tracey has some obligations to the community, but she can 

still enjoy family celebrations and visit us often. In fact, Tracey’s biological family has meshed well with the 

SP family so that we say the sisters didn’t just get Tracey, now they’re stuck with all of us! 

Tracey has a very rich life and our lives have been enriched by the Sisters. Joe and I even became  

Providence Associates last year and have made our own new relationships with sisters and associates alike.   

Tracey lives in community with 4 other Sisters of Providence on the northside of Indianapolis. She has a job 

as a community organizer for Faith in Indiana. She has to budget her money as any young adult her age 

does, do laundry, cook, grocery shop and find time for recreation and exercise. She also prays and worships 

in community, sometimes with the sisters and sometimes with the larger church. She doesn’t wear a habit, 

but she joyfully wears the cross of the Sisters of Providence and as her parents, we rejoice with her. 

www.stjudeindy.org 
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Sean Hussey 

Coordinator of Young 

Adult & Youth Ministry 

As we are currently in the midst of a very challenging time in the Church, I want to reiterate the 
words of Bishop Robert Barron, Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles: “We are 
not Catholic because of the moral excellence of our leaders. God help us if we were. We are 
Catholic because of Jesus Christ, crucified and risen from the dead…. Even as leaders in the 
Church fail morally, the Catholic Church remains the mystical body of Christ, the Bride of 
Christ.” The Church will always be the mystical body of Christ; therefore, Jesus Christ will  
always protect and guide the Church into all truth. It is ultimately because of Jesus that we are 
Catholic.   

The Sacrament of Confirmation is one of the three Sacraments of Initiation. Among the effects 
of Confirmation, this Sacrament gives us a special strength by the power of the Holy Spirit to 
spread and defend the faith through both word and action (CCC #1303). We are living in a time 
where truth is perceived to be relative and our faith is being attacked. It is a time where we need 
a special grace from the Holy Spirit to be renewed in our own relationship with God and to 
stand up for truth. We desire to draw all of our teens at St. Jude into a deeper relationship with 
Jesus Christ, especially those teens preparing for Confirmation, and to help them to understand 
the why behind everything that God has revealed to be true. 

For our Confirmation sacramental preparation this year, we asked our students to write down 
any questions or doubts they have about the Catholic faith. We have decided to take these  
questions and make them the topics of our Life Nights throughout the course of this year. These 
topics range from the hot button issues facing the Church today, such as the sexual abuse  
scandals and same-sex marriage, to evidence for the existence of God and how to have a  
relationship with Jesus. Life Nights are a place to seek to know Jesus and his Church in a safe, 
judgment free environment within the context of a joyful community. Life Nights will be every 
Sunday night from 6-7:30pm in the Youth Center, and they will be open to Confirmation  
students, as well as ALL high school students. We invite all students, freshmen through seniors, 
to know you can come as you are and to join us at our Life Nights this year! 

SEAN HUSSEY: LIFE NIGHTS & CONFIRMATION  
2018/2019 SCHOOL YEAR 

www.stjudeindy.org 

SEAN HUSSEY: ONE BREAD, ONE CUP 

One Bread, One Cup; is an incredible, five-day liturgical leadership conference focusing on the 
Word, Sacrament and Mission of the Roman Catholic Church for high school youth groups and 
their campus and youth ministers.  
 
This conference focuses on community building, leadership development, catechesis, liturgical 
and spiritual formation, and theological reflection. This past summer, we took two male rising 
seniors to this Conference down at Saint Meinrad. These young men were Chad Supple and 
Patrick Viduya. This was an incredible week on a beautiful campus. During the week they had 
the opportunity for personal prayer and contemplation, liturgical prayer, charity and action, 
and vocational discernment while living and actively participating in an intentional Christian 
community. What I can tell you is that both of these young men came away from this  
conference with a renewed commitment to follow our Lord and a much deeper appreciation 
and love for the liturgy, especially the Mass.  

Moving forward, we hope to bring many more teens next summer to One Bread, One Cup to 
experience the beauty of the Catholic faith in a radical way. 
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Financial Notes for Parish Operations: 

Capital Spending:  The planned capital spending for 2017-2018 is primarily for the roof on the school,  

which is being paid out of the Festival Funds. 

Finance Committee Membership 

In 1983 the Code of Canon Law was revised and enhanced to describe the responsibilities of the parish pastor, 
administrator, or parish life coordinator to establish a finance council to assist and advise in the fiscal matters of 
the parish.  The St. Jude Finance Committee is made up of seven at-large members plus representatives from 
School Ministry, Youth Ministry and Men’s Club.  For the fiscal year June 2018 to July 2019 its members include: 
Jim Sabina (Chairperson/Treasurer), Brian Ramsey (Vice-Chairperson), Phil Agresta (Secretary),  
Doug St. Peters, Sean Brown, Mark Geiger, Shannon Albers, Teri Kruse (School), Jeff Morgan (Youth  
Commission), and Brian Morris (Men’s Club).    The buildings and grounds manager and business manager serve 
in an advisory capacity as a non-voting members. 

 

        

 Parish Operations: Financial Statement for Fiscal Year June 2017 though July 2018  

 Income 2015-2016 2016-2017 2017-2018 18-19 Budget  

  Sunday Collections $1,646,416  $1,673,032  $1,622,036  $1,711,652   

  Donations & Other Contribution $42,936  $51,703  $55,428  $22,000   

  Rents, Sales Income & Other Fundraising $80,083  $51,068  $59,398  $64,600   

  Faith Formation Ministry Revenue $69,968  $50,948  $87,602  $38,650   

  Parish Related Organizations Rev $132,953  $180,258  $171,144  $165,450   

  Interest Income $13,097  $13,989  $18,084  $20,000   

 Total Income $1,985,453  $2,020,998  $2,013,692  $2,022,352   

        

 Expense          

  Parish Staff Salaries and Benefits $563,410  $529,373  $574,063  $622,099   

  Archdiocese & School Support $687,197  $704,186  $696,333  $696,373   

  Spiritual Life and Faith Formation $140,752  $127,524  $163,379  $130,425   

  Administrative and Other Expense $81,884  $71,965  $90,738  $91,150   

  Other Fundraising Expense $26,342  $22,609  $26,408  $24,000   

  Utilities $92,876  $104,817  $104,801  $104,138   

  Properties and Facilities $205,113  $226,328  $237,048  $234,674   

  Parish Related Organizations Exp. $130,835  $179,052  $159,889  $166,585   

  Capital Improvements $331,465  $28,068  $0  $105,000   

 Total Expense $2,259,874  $1,993,922  $2,052,659  $2,174,444   

 Parish Operations Net Income (Loss) ($274,421) $27,076  ($38,967) ($152,092)  

        

 Festival Fundraising      

  Festival Revenue $285,581  $161,003  $143,710  $145,000   

  Festival Expense $127,719  $80,562  $54,862  $70,000   

  Festival Donations Outside Parish $7,750  $8,000  $7,963  $9,000   

 Festival Net Income $150,112  $72,441  $80,885  $66,000   

        

 Parish Net Income (Loss) (124,309) $99,517  $41,918  ($86,092)  

        

        

 Balance Sheet  June 30 2016 2017 2018*  *  The checking account, as of June 30, 2018, 

contains $1,500,000 of funds restricted for 

St. Jude capital improvements related to 

"Our Faith, Our Family, Our Future."  

 

 Cash in checking accounts $1,334,973 $1,428,337 $2,616,081   

 Cash in savings  $387,521 $417,010 $456,519   

 Total cash $1,722,494 $1,845,347 $3,072,599   
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 School Operations: Financial Statement for Fiscal Year June 2017 though July 2018  

 Income 2015-2016 2016-2017 2017-2018 18-19 Budget  

  Tuition & Registration Fees $1,789,846  $1,863,382  $2,009,956  $2,070,646   

  Childcare Fees $85,759  $83,291  $71,950  $75,000   

  Donations , Contributions & Other $306,533  $326,775  $308,955  $309,075   

  Fundraising (includes PTO) $93,239  $85,617  $33,905  $42,250   

  Cafeteria Income $143,281  $132,095  $143,523  $135,500   

 Total Income $2,418,658  $2,491,160  $2,568,289  $2,632,471   

        

 Expense          

  Salary & Benefits $1,755,768  $1,845,328  $1,875,837  $1,987,066   

  Administrative Expense $14,895  $16,429  $16,231  $19,500   

  Instructional Expense $168,826  $205,444  $269,698  $211,900   

  Funraising Exp. & PTO Expenditures $94,322  $80,956  $41,424  $41,275   

  Utilities $54,982  $58,158  $55,608  $57,500   

  Property & Facilities $183,108  $146,756  $158,316  $168,599   

  Cafeteria Expense $148,769  $133,068  $128,568  $135,500   

  New Equipment/Capital Expense $1,901  $4,868  $4,917  $10,000   

 Total Expense $2,422,570  $2,491,007  $2,550,599  $2,631,340   

        

 Parish Operations Net Income (Loss) ($3,913) $153  $17,690  $1,131   

        

The Leader in Me: The school ha s implemented, The 

Leader in Me, program which has required training of 

teachers and staff and the purchase of the required materials.   

The Leader in Me is Franklin Covey’s whole school  

transformation process. It teaches 21st century leadership 

and life skills to students and creates a culture of student 

empowerment based on the idea that every child can be a 

leader. Content from The 7 Habits of Highly Effective  

People is a key component of the overall The Leader in 

Me process. The 7 Habits is a synthesis of universal, timeless 

principles of personal and interpersonal effectiveness, such 

as responsibility, vision, integrity, teamwork, collaboration 

and renewal, which are secular in nature and common to all 

people and cultures. 

Updated LED Display Boards:  For  the last couple of 

years the school has been working on replacing classroom 

Smart Boards with new LED Multitouch Display 

Boards.  These boards replace the need for classroom  

projectors also eliminating the need to replace projector 

bulbs.  The LED Boards contain their own operating system 

and are capable of running Android-based APPS.  These 

boards will continue to display Smart Notebook software, 

serve as an interactive whiteboards, and display the teachers 

desktop.  The boards are specially designed for classrooms by 

removing the blue wavelength of light that can cause  

eye-strain.  Interactive Display Boards have become an  

essential piece of classroom technology.  (We have replaced 

19/24 boards thus far) (boards are roughly $3000)  

Wireless Access Points and Switches: In order  to  

ensure that our wireless infrastructure can handle the  

required ILEARN (new ISTEP) testing by the Department of 

Education, we have updated all of our wireless access points 

and network switches in the school building.  We also wanted 

to ensure that our infrastructure would be able to handle the 

additional demands of security cameras and electronic door 

locks.  Our wireless system supports our expanded 1-1  

computer program with all students in grades 4-8 being  

assigned their own Chromebook device.  We also have  

experienced an increase in online textbooks and teacher  

resources and must have a system capable of supporting 

these new resources. 

Chromebook Devices Expanded to Fourth Grade: In the 

2018-19 school we will be expanding our successful 1 to 1 

initiative down to the fourth grade.  Each fourth grader will 

now receive a Chromebook device managed by the 

school.  Each student receives a Google account which  

provides access to several Google Apps for education.  All 

accounts are managed, monitored, and filtered by the school.  

Financial Notes for School Operations: 

Instructional Expense for the school has expended due to two initiatives. 

https://www.franklincovey.com/Solutions/education/TLIM.html
https://www.franklincovey.com/Solutions/education/TLIM.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Council Member Changes 2018 

On June 30th the St. Jude Parish council recognized the end of service by Mary Beth 

Servie, Chris Uhlmansiek, and Cary Davis’ service as council members.  We would 

like to thank each of them for making the time to serve the parish in this manner.  

Please help us welcome and encourage the council’s newest members Greg Schaub, 

Eileen Euzen, and Matt Buchmeier.  Since Mary Beth Servie was the council’s  

Chairperson/Corporate Secretary and Chris Uhlmansiek was the Council Secretary 

new officers needed to be discerned.  Therefor, Stephanie Donald, was selected as the 

new Chair, which makes her our Corporate Secretary.  Likewise, Paul Sahm was  

selected Vice Chair and Matt Buchmeier was selected as Secretary.   

Current Parish Council Voting Members: Stephanie Donald (Chairperson), Paul 

Sahm (Vice-Chairperson), Matt Buchmeier (Council  Secretary), Jim Sabina (Finance 

Chairperson), Maureen Zimmerman, Greg Schaub, Eileen Euzen, Donald Webb.   

ST. JUDE MISSION  
STATEMENT 

We are Called, Nourished, 

and Sent to be intentional 

disciples of Jesus Christ. 

We are called into a deep and 

personal relationship with God, to 

live as intentional disciples of 

Jesus Christ, deliberately choosing 

to follow Him. We are nourished 

in that relationship through the 

teachings of the Church,  

community, prayer, and the  

Sacraments, especially in the  

celebration of the  

Eucharist.  Partaking in this brings 

us into one with Christ.  We are 

sent to respond to the needs 

of our brothers and sisters in our 

parish family; as well as, in the 

community around us and out into 

the world.  We live this truth by 

proclaiming the Good News of 

Jesus Christ and comforting the 

marginalized and forgotten; using 

the gifts God has given us so as to, 

“make disciples of all nations.” 
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St. Jude Parish 
5353 McFarland Rd 
Indianapolis, IN, 46227  
Phone: 317.786.4371 
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