
Dear St. Jude Community, 

 

As we head into the Sacred Triduum, I have several things to share with you. 

First, I am very glad to announce that Mrs. Beth Meece has accepted the position of Principal for St. 

Jude Catholic School.  Mrs. Meece has been serving as Interim Principal since July 5th, 2019.  She has 

done an exceptional job in very trying circumstances, and the Principal Search Committee recognized 

this experience as well as her exceptional leadership when they recommended her as one of the two 

finalists for me to interview.  I am grateful for all that Mrs. Meece has done this past year, and I am 

excited to continue to work with her to provide exceptional education and spiritual formation here at St. 

Jude Catholic School. 

This week I am also publishing the proposed budget for the Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2020.  I am 
calling it “proposed” because as with so many other elements of our life, the current pandemic has 
raised questions about it.  While this budget has been approved by me, the Finance Council and the 
Parish Council, further changes might be needed.  A few things to highlight.  While we are cutting overall 
spending the bottom line is relatively flat.  I am cutting our total expenses by 5%, while increasing the 
parish subsidy of the school by $30,000, an increase of just over 10%.  With an increase in costs, the 
parish needed to increase its subsidy in order to keep tuition to a reasonable increase.  Tuition, 
unfortunately, still needs to increase by 3.75%.  While the school has made several cuts, many of our 
costs, including utilities, supplies and teacher salaries are increasing and we are not able to control 
those factors.  

As I have shared with you previously, regular Sunday giving has been declining at St. Jude for several 
years.  The current budget (beginning FY 2019) did not take this fully into account.  I have cut our 
projected giving by $50,000 from what was projected this past year, but I am praying for a slight 
increase in what our community actually gave this year.  In order to meet our budget for this coming 
year, we need to increase total giving by 3%.  I believe that this is a reasonable goal.   

Giving of our time, talent and treasure is an integral part of what it means to be a disciple of Christ.  

Disciples give Jesus permission to be Lord and Savior over all, including our finances.  The beauty of the 

Body of Christ is that we give and we receive.  If our members are in need, we step up and provide for 

their needs, recognizing that all we have been given belongs to God.  If we have been blessed, we give 

to support the works of the Church as a way of acknowledging and worshipping God in thanksgiving for 

His many blessings.   

In this time of chaos and uncertainty, I know that some of our members are in need.  Please reach out to 

me so that we, as the Body of Christ, can assist you.  You can give later after your situation returns to 

normal.  If you are able to give, I ask you to please prayerfully consider how you can financially 

contribute to the mission and ministry of St. Jude.  Your giving matters. It makes an eternal impact, and 

we want you to know the joy of that impact. 

In closing, I ask that you particularly remember our brothers and sisters who are in our RCIA group this 

week.  This extraordinary group of people have been praying and studying for months in the hope of 

joining the Catholic Church in full communion this week.  I have had the great joy of working with them 

over these past few months and their faith has been an inspiration to me.  However, because of the 

virus they are not able to join us yet.  God is asking them to be patient and to wait on His time.  I know 



that they are feeling discouraged and that their faith is being tested.  Please join with me in praying that 

God will strengthen their hope this week. 

Please know of my continued prayers for all of you.  I look forward to seeing you again soon. 

In Christ, 

Fr. Peter Marshall 

 

 


