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Dear St. Jude Parishioners,

In 1959, St. Jude celebrated its 

first Mass. Now, nearly 60 years 

later, we have become a rich and 

vibrant parish, committed to 

Christ, our community, and the 

generations to follow. 

God has truly blessed our parish 

with more than 1,700 families 

who understand the value of  

community and commitment to 

each other. Our history is 

remarkable – a history during 

which each generation has 

continued the ongoing work of  

building the church for the 

following generation.

Led by a dedicated pastor, 

principal, staff  and a strong 

cadre of  leaders and volunteers, 

our parish welcomes people of  all 

ages and backgrounds to 

participate in the spiritual, 

educational, social and service 

ministries of  our community. 

As we reflect on our remarkable 

history – we must also think of  

our future and the need to 

continue this heartfelt legacy of  

community and giving.  

We hope you will join us. 
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St. Jude Parish has a long and proud history that spans over five 

decades. In just two years, we will be celebrating our 60th year of  

serving God and our community. While facilities and faces have 

changed during this time, three things remain the same: our 

commitment to Christ, to one another, and to the betterment of  our 

community.

In 1997, St. Jude built our church and Multipurpose Center with funds 

committed from our parishioners without outside loans or ongoing 

debt. We also built our Family/Youth Center in 2009 and significantly 

grew our school in 2011 with four new classrooms and expansion of  

our library, music/band room, science lab and art room. Once again, 

these expansions were completed because of  the commitment of  our 

parishioners who raised the needed funds while still exceeding our 

commitments to the Archdiocese United Catholic Appeal. 

In February 2015, we once again decided to improve our facilities and 

formed a “Needs Assessment” Committee to review the current and 

future needs of  our parish. The Committee was tasked with creating a 

strategic vision for our parish and school and outlining enhancements 

to our current facilities aligned with our program offerings. 

After an extensive review of  our previous expansions in 2009 and 2011 

(Phases I and II), the Committee identified three core areas of  need and 

formed an Expansion Committee to draft specific plans to meet these 

needs.

A Celebrated History 

A Remarkable Future 

Our parish is established with its 

first Mass held

1959
We add our Family/Youth 

Center, the only of  its kind in 

southeast Indianapolis, plus a 

significant expansion of  our 

school to include four new 

classrooms, expanded library 

space, music and performing arts 

rooms, and a science lab

2009-20111997

The time has 

come to build 

together again.

St. Jude begins a needs 

assessment and outlines 

plans to build a child 

development center, 

expand our 

Multipurpose Center, 

and address overdue  

upgrades

2015

In 1997, our Church and 

Multipurpose Center are built 

through funds committed by 

our parishioners 



Thanks to the blessings we have enjoyed together, our vibrant 

parish continues to grow. As we look toward the future, we 

must continue to build and support our community to the best 

of  our capacity. 

Based on our baptisms and parish databases, we currently 

have 315 children under the age of  five and 331 K-8 aged 

children who do not attend our school. While inadequate 

space is not the sole reason these children do not attend our 

school, we do believe our limited offerings for early childhood 

development and childcare contribute to these numbers. This 

especially holds true for families with children younger than 

five. We are the only South Deanery School that does not 

offer a pre-K program. As a parish, we are losing 

opportunities to engage parents with young children as they 

look to establish their children in elementary school 

programs. 

We are called to 

educate our 

children in the 

ways of  faith 

and life

Our Need 

By expanding and improving our learning and 

gathering spaces, we can more effectively fulfill our 

mission to invite and unite, throughout our parish and 

beyond, sharing God’s gifts and educating our youth in the 

ways of  faith and life.



St. Jude’s multipurpose room facility does not meet the needs 

of  our robust parish life. When we hold events such as 

Mercy Meals, Confirmation Meals, and That Man Is You 

(TMIY), we do not have adequate space to accommodate all 

community members. Expanding the multipurpose facility 

will provide critical – and flexible – space for ministry use. 

Scouts, Aftercare, Faith Formation, TMIY, and ALPHA all 

need room to grow. The expanded facility also will be large 

enough to accommodate athletic practices and will help 

alleviate St. Jude’s need to rent space elsewhere. 

In addition, the second floor of  the Parish Center is outdated, 

and our current needs no longer match the original design of  

the convent. The space is unusable due to significant water 

damage and the lack of  air conditioning during the summer 

months. 

Finally, being good stewards, we need to take care of  what 

we have. Restroom upgrades are already underway, and we 

have a new carpet thanks to funds generated through past 

festival success. Outside, we operate beyond capacity during 

both the fall and spring sports seasons. The current 

configuration exposes children to safety risks as cars enter 

and exit our parking lots. 

With recently acquired property, we have the ability to move 

not only sporting events, but also activities like Autumnfest

to new areas. Happily, these changes will also allow us to 

reconfigure our parking and traffic flow. These add to the 

safety of  our children and help alleviate parking limitations 

currently experienced during parish, school, sporting, and 

Roncalli events. 

We are the servants of the God of heaven and earth, and are rebuilding the house 

that was build here long years ago. 

Ezra:511

Our Need



THE PLAN INCLUDES:

1. Improve ministry offerings for 

children, birth to kindergarten:

• Site for preschool program

• Space for general child care

• Classrooms for Cherub 

Church and Children’s 

Liturgy of  the World 

Uses and reasons for a Child Development Center 

attached to the Church based on Needs Assessment:

• Maximum utilization of  existing space during music 

ministry and liturgical needs

• Expanded indoor space for Church Festival

• An established preschool curriculum will help prepare 

young children for success specifically at St. Jude 

Catholic School

• Early childhood programs will resonate with young 

families who are at an important point in their family 

and spiritual lives

• Establishing early connections with young families will 

lead to more involvement in the parish 

2.  Completed planned expansion for 

Multipurpose Center and retreat space 

Uses and reasons for an expanded Multipurpose Center 

and retreat space based on Needs Assessment: 

• Larger spaces with breakout spaces and possible 

retreats for liturgical groups 

• Large gatherings for music ministry

• Youth ministry up to 200 people

• Ability to allow Just Kids (6th grade youth program) to 

be conducted while other activities for other ages occur

• Medium sized group space for teams and parents 

3. Address overdue safety concerns and 

restorative maintenance 

Uses and reasons for addressing maintenance issues based 

on Needs Assessment:

• Improve site for recess creating safe zone with pavilion, 

restrooms, blocked off  kickball diamonds, and green 

space

• Remodel gym to include two full competition courts

• Additional parking for St. Jude and Roncalli events

• Relocation of  existing playground equipment to be 

closer to other activities

• Regulation sized football field

Our Impact 



The Lord has truly blessed our parish. In 

response, we are called to serve our faith 

community by offering our prayers, our time, 

our hard work, and our financial support. With 

this, we come to you – our leaders, friends, and 

family – to help us raise the funds needed to add 

to and upgrade the facilities that are at the heart 

of  our parish missions. 

While the financial goals of  this project are 

challenging, they are attainable. The success of  

this campaign will clearly require the support 

from everyone in our parish – our parishioners 

and school families alike. Only through a strong 

school-parish partnership can we achieve our 

goals. 

With this strong partnership, prayer, and your 

blessings, we will succeed. 

Please join us. 

Our Faith, Our Family, Our Future

We ask that you prayerfully 

consider a gift to our 

campaign. 

As our community continues to grow, our vision is 

to expand and upgrade our parish and our school in 

ways that serve our current needs and benefit 

generations to come. Based on the dedication of  our 

community members, the Needs Assessment 

Committee, and the Expansion Committee, we have 

laid out plans for construction and renovation of  

our facilities with considerable responsibility and 

fiscal prudence. 

We are very excited and humbled about the 

opportunities ahead for our growing faith 

community. As mentioned, in order to address these 

current and future needs, St. Jude Catholic Church is 

now embarking on an historic campaign with an 

initial working goal of  $3.5 million.



Thank you for your prayerful consideration of  

a gift to God and future generations.

Good and Gracious God, Our Father:

Thank you for the countless and generous blessings

You have bestowed upon St. Jude Parish.

We ask You to send Your Spirit to watch over and guide us

As we address the needs of  our parish and plan for our future.

Bless us with a cheerful spirit

Of  generosity and sacrifice. 

Touch our hearts to graciously share

Our time, talent and treasure.

Grace our fundraising campaign with success 

And the promise of  Your own generous love. 

May our efforts be pleasing to You;

May they draw us closer together

And reflect the mission of  Your Son, Jesus. 

We pray this in Your Name, which lives and reigns forever and ever, AMEN. 
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