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Good and Gracious God, Our Father:  

Thank you for the countless and generous blessings  

You have bestowed upon St. Jude Parish.  

 

We ask You to send Your Spirit to watch over and guide us  

As we address the needs of our parish and plan for our future.  

 

Bless us with a cheerful spirit  

Of generosity and sacrifice.  

 

Touch our hearts to graciously share  

Our time, talent and treasure.  

 

Grace our fundraising campaign with success  

And the promise of Your own generous love.  

 

May our efforts be pleasing to You;  

May they draw us closer together  

And reflect the mission of Your Son, Jesus.  

 

We pray this in Your Name, which lives and reigns  

forever and ever, AMEN.  

 

 

Nourished 

 

Special Edition: November 2018 
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Dear St. Jude Parishioner, 

It’s been almost a full year since our ‘Commitment Weekend’ for our campaign ‘Our Faith, Our  
Family, Our Future’ and we have some very exciting news to share on our progress, updated plans 
and next steps as our vision becomes reality. Thank you for your ongoing support! 

Our campaign focuses on addressing three core needs to continue to build and support our  
community: 
1) Improve ministry offerings for children, birth to kindergarten 
2) Complete planned expansion of Multipurpose Center and retreat space 
3) Address overdue safety concerns and restorative maintenance 
 
In our quarterly  newsletter Nourished, we have been providing updates on each of the core needs 
above and it is our goal in this ‘Special Edition’ newsletter to provide our community with a  
comprehensive update on our progress and next steps as we work towards completing this vision. In 
this newsletter, you will see a significant amount of planning, discussion, and review has occurred to 
ensure we are good stewards of our valuable resources.  Specific examples include: 

1) Ongoing dialogue and first round of approvals from the archdiocese on our plans, with a second 
round of approvals to occur in November 2018. 

2) Schematic design completed and updated with necessary changes, situational survey and  
topography work completed. Additional design work completed on Parish Center.   

3) Established a relationship with the United Way of Central Indiana (UWCI) and non-profit  
agencies to provide consultation, curriculum and development, capital funding and other benefits.   

We are very excited to share that we have been approved to receive a significant capital grant from 
UWCI to establish a self-sustaining, high quality early childhood education program at St. Jude. This 
partnership enables St. Jude to have full control to deliver this program to parishioners and other  
community members, including those eligible for federal voucher funding referenced in the September 
Nourished newsletter. 

As a result of this partnership, we will be remodeling the Parish Center to house this early childhood 
education program. Therefore, a smaller space is needed adjacent to the church to be used for Sunday 
children ministries, additional meeting space during the week, music ministry practice and  
event-based childcare.  Given St. Jude parish staff offices are currently located at the Parish Center, 
these offices will transfer to the current Rectory to more effectively utilize this space. 

During discussions on transferring the living space for Fr. Steve and future priests from the current 
Rectory, St. Jude was approached by the owner of the adjacent property located at 5495 McFarland 
Rd.  After a brief negotiation we settled on a fair and reasonable price to purchase five additional acres 
of land, including a house that will serve as our future Rectory, to be included in our overall expansion 
plan. The above updates allow us to fulfill our vision close to the total pledge value of $4,100,000. 

God Bless! 
 
Jeff Wilson, Director Campaign Continuation Committee 
Stan Schutz, Director, Building & Design Committee 
Joe Shelburn, Director, Education Steering Committee 
Fr. Stephen Banet, Pastor 

www.stjudeindy.org/giving 
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The project is well along in design. We have had our fist approval from the Archdiocese, we continue to refine 

our design which will be complete by the end of October at which time we will have a second round of approval 

from the archdiocese. The construction document will then be produced and completed by 12/31/18. Our goal 

will then be to get all required approvals from the Archdiocese, state and city to where we can break ground as 

the weather breaks at the end of February. The initial activities will start with addition to the Multi-Purpose 

area. The interior work of the Multi-Purpose space, site work and church addition will begin after the festival. 

The construction will have an impact on late summer and early fall sport activities.  Please be patient with us as 

we diligently work as quickly as possible to get the campus back to its normal schedule. 

November 2018  Our Faith, Our Family, Our Future 

Projected Timeline for Progress 



4 

 

Multipurpose Addition 
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Church Addition 
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With the development of the United 

Way and the Child Development  

Center being established in the  

existing parish center, a few changes 

have occurred with the balance of the  

project.   

 

The Church addition has decreased in 

size from 8,850 square feet to  

approximately 5,400 square feet.  

 

The new church space will be used for: 

- Sunday ministry activities 

- Additional meeting space during the week 

- Provide for a space for the music ministry to prepare for mass 

- Provide permanent space for event-based babysitting for parish activities  

 

Multi-Purpose Center has had minor changes made to it: 

- The biggest of these changes is the addition of a classroom to the east side of the  

building.  This will be used as a special needs classroom. 

- The multi-purpose addition will have 2 large meeting rooms; one of those room will 

have the capability to be divided into 2 rooms. This space will also provide additional 

space for large functions such as the reverse raffle and Mardi Gras. The second large 

room will focus on better accommodating mercy meals and other small parishioner 

events. 

- The space will have a new warming kitchen 

- The gym will be remodeled to accommodate more court space for additional practices 

- Relocated concession stand and gym teacher’s office 

- Relocated and additional storage space 

www.stjudeindy.org/giving 

Updates to the general plans and buildings 
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One of our core needs is improving ministry offerings for children, birth to  

kindergarten. Establishing early connections with young families will lead to more  

involvement in the parish.  Developing a high quality early childhood education  

program also addresses a need in our community. 

During our campaign last year, we initiated discussions with early childhood education 

leaders in our community, including UWCI and their Early Childhood, Capital Funds, 

and Community Outreach organizations with the intent to launch the best program 

possible and continue the tradition of excellence at St. Jude. As discussions progressed 

with UWCI, we aligned on a mutual interest to establish a program that could both 

serve as a form of evangelization and enable families to afford a high quality program 

by reaching certain quality standards set by Indiana Family and Social Services  

Administration. 

UWCI has worked with many programs throughout central Indiana, including multiple 

Catholic parishes, to improve early childhood education with their ‘Child Care Quality  

Improvement Project’ by performing the following: 

1. Providing intensive coaching and funding to improve the health, safety and overall  
quality of child care programs 

2. Supplying training opportunities, curriculum support, classroom equipment, books, 
etc. for Registered Child Care Ministries to reach Paths to Quality Level 3 

3. Promoting high-quality programs participating at high levels in Paths to Quality  

After multiple meetings, we are pleased to share that our grant proposal to UWCI was 

approved on October 11 to refurbish the current Parish Center basement and first floor 

to create capacity for 76 children ages 3-5 years old. UWCI has engaged their preferred  

architect and construction firm to complete plans shown here.  Both reviewed and  

approved by our Buildings & Design Committee. UWCI 

will provide capital funding towards these refurbishing  

efforts.  

Over the coming months Joe Shelburn and the Education 

Steering Committee will partner with UWCI, agencies such 

as Early Learning Indiana, to establish the curriculum,  

policies and procedures of the program, communicate  

enrollment, staffing and tuition details to families interested 

in enrolling their child in this new program.  

www.stjudeindy.org/giving 

Early Childhood Development Center  
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United Way of  Central 

Indiana draft of  the main 

level of  the new  

childhood development 

center. 
Existing Staff Work Room 

Existing Priest Office 

St. Jude Catholic Church 
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United Way of  Central 

Indiana draft of  the  

lower level of  the new 

childhood development 

center. 

Existing Childcare Room 

Existing Meeting & Mercy Meals Room 

St. Jude Catholic Church 
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In this issue you’ve been reading about how the UWCI and  

St. Jude worked toward building a partnership to bring an early 

childhood development center to the St. Jude Community.  The 

ripple effect of this new programming is a required move of 

Parish Staff & Operations out of the Parish Center.  

With the need for a space located central to Parish life and the 

ability to house over a dozen staff & volunteers on a daily basis, 

the Rectory is once again returning to its use as the Parish  

Center!  While this is an excellent resolution to our staff offices 

problem, it does create another issue...where will the parish 

priest live???   

 

Around the same time as the approval process with UWCI was 

underway, St. Jude was approached by the property owner of 

5495 McFarland Road with an offer of sale.  St. Jude Parish Council, Finance Committee, and 

Parish Staff, over the past few months, have diligently weighed the opportunities, possible  

obstacles, and benefits of such a purchase.  Ultimately all of the groups convened and the motion 

to purchase was approved, leading to the purchase of the property on Monday, October 15. 

The new property offers many exciting opportunities for St. Jude aside from providing a modest  

residence for our parish priest.  It offers a large barn, additional storage buildings, and a large  

parcel of adjacent land to our already gorgeous campus.  There is one additional consideration 

and benefit of acquiring the new property and moving the Parish Center; safety.  We love to  

encourage the children on the church campus to enjoy our beautiful surroundings, whether that 

be for school activities or parish ministry events.  By reducing this traffic flow near the key  

areas where these activities occur, we are able to improve safety and continue to encourage  

outdoor activities and promote a safe environment for all parishioners. 

In December 2018 & January 2019, we will begin 

moving the Parish Center to the Rectory  

(Father Steve’s current home).  Temporarily,  

Father Steve has graciously agreed to live in  

harmony with the daily operations of parish life.  

Beginning in November & December 2018, the 

renovations on the new property will start to 

adequately house the parish priests.  This will 

include some minor remodeling and other  

interior & exterior updates.  Keep your eye out 

for an opportunity to lend a hand! 

November 2018  Our Faith, Our Family, Our Future 

 The Parish Center Is Moving... 

Future Rectory at 5495 McFarland 
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Cash Collection to Date & Future Needs 

We are very pleased to report that out of our total $4,100,000 in 

pledges made to this campaign, we have collected over $1,800,000, 

or just under 45%. This is a significant achievement and we should 

be very proud of our collective efforts!  

This total is $250,000 short of our goal of achieving 50% of all 

pledges to break ground on this vision.  We need your help to 

reach this goal and appreciate your continued support. 

 

It is vital to the success of the financial aspect of the project that all  

parishioners keep the generous commitment  

they made to the campaign.   

Do you have a pledge that you have forgotten to set up in  

Faith Direct?  Perhaps your life & schedule got busy and  

you need to drop your gift by the Parish Center?    

We can help you fulfill your commitment.   

Please email acalloway@stjudeindy.org or call 317-786-4371. 

I used to believe that prayer changes things, but now 

I know that prayer changes us, and we change things. 

-Mother Teresa 

November 2018  Our Faith, Our Family, Our Future 

$4,100,000 

$1,825,000 

Pledged Total 

Cash Collected 



Contact Us 

St. Jude Church 

5353 McFarland Rd 

Indianpolis, IN  46227 

(317)786-4371 

kvannoy@stjudeindy.org 

www.stjudeindy.org 

Thanks for Your Support! 

It’s because of the outstanding support of our community of parishioners that 

this goal can become a reality.  It has taken innumerable efforts by church 

members stretching their everyday skillsets to support the planning and  

development of this expansion, dozens of parishioners and countless hours of 

dedication to committees, meetings & timelines, and all of the members of the 

St. Jude Community talking about and reiterating the importance of this  

campaign.  Whatever part you played, thank you...you made this happen! 

How can you help in the coming months? 

Stay tuned!  As we continue to move forward in the process, we will need 

your sweat-equity, talents, and great ideas for accomplishing this rewarding 

task… 

 

What can you do right now?  Encourage others to participate.  Continue to 

talk about the exciting developments as you see our campus transforming 

over the coming months.  And last, certainly the most vital, pray for God’s  

guidance as we move forward in this exciting time for the St. Jude  

community. 

St. Jude Church 

5353 McFarland Rd 

Indianapolis, IN  46227 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

 

We are Called, Nourished, and Sent 

to be intentional disciples of Jesus Christ.  

We are called into a deep and personal  

relationship with God, to live as intentional 

disciples of Jesus Christ, deliberately choosing 

to follow Him. We are nourished in that 

relationship through the teachings of the 

Church, community, prayer, and the  

Sacraments, especially in the celebration of the 

Eucharist.  Partaking in this brings us into 

one with Christ.  We are sent to respond to 

the needs of our brothers and sisters in our 

parish family; as well as, in the community 

around us and out into the world.  We live 

this truth by proclaiming the Good News of 

Jesus Christ and comforting the  

marginalized and forgotten; using the gifts 

God has given us so as to, “make disciples of 

all nations.”  


