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Introduction: 

 
 The St. Jude Parish Family is pleased that you have chosen to share this special and holy 

 occasion with us.  We hope the following policy will answer any questions that you may 

 have and help to make your wedding day a truly joyful and Christian celebration. 

 

It is important that you read over this policy, share its information with parents and the 

wedding party, sign the form at the end and return it to the parish office as soon as 

possible.  Upon receipt of your acknowledgement, the Wedding Coordinator will contact 

you to help you plan your ceremony. 

 

Registration & Membership 

 
 At least one of the engaged has been a registered member of the parish for at least 

 six months or child of parents who are active members. 

 Is actively practicing their faith, regularly attending Mass each weekend and has received 

the Sacrament of Confirmation or is in process to receive this Sacrament. 

 Will participate in Marriage Preparation procedures that entails a minimum of six 

 months in advance of the proposed wedding date as follows: 

o Make an appointment to meet with the Priest for initial interview. 

o    Participate with Sponsor Couple i.e., series of four to five meetings. 

o    Attend Archdiocesan Pre-Cana session (required). 

o    Attend Tobit weekend for engaged couples, if possible. 

o Schedule second appointment with Priest to review preparation process for final    

discernment to plan for the Wedding Ceremony. 

o Contact Wedding Coordinator to plan details for the ceremony. 

o Rehearsal 

o Wedding 

 

 It should be noted that, the Priest of St. Jude is under no obligation to celebrate 

a wedding in another parish.  It is allowed, with permission, for another Priest 

to come to St. Jude to celebrate a wedding.  

 

Coordination of Your Wedding 

 
Consultation with the St. Jude Wedding Coordinator is mandatory.   
 

 Once you have returned the signed acknowledgment of this policy, the Coordinator will 

send you basic information about your Wedding Ceremony plans. 
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The Wedding Ceremony 

 
 The Wedding Ceremony itself can take place either within or outside of a Mass. 

 If one of you is Catholic and the other is not, the Wedding Ceremony without a Mass 

 is recommended.  

 

 Scripture readings, prayers and blessings in both ceremonies are the same.  Materials on 

these ceremonies will be given to you by the Priest. 

 

Planning and discussion of the ceremony will take place with the Priest and the Wedding 

Coordinator.    

                                                         

The Wedding Party 

 
 Remember this is “your” day…people are coming for you.  You are the ‘stars’ in God’s 

 name.  

 
 The Church requires two witnesses, in the presence of a minister, therefore when 

 planning the size of your wedding party, the greater number of attendants is not only an 

 expense for the bride and groom but also for the attendants themselves. The greater  

 number of attendants can cause additional stress and take away from you.   

 

 Large wedding parties make it more difficult for the ceremony to honor the sacredness of     

the occasion and can detract from the Sacramental Rite being celebrated. 

 

 

 While the church allows for Ring Bearers and Flower Girls, no one under the age of five 

should be considered in these roles. Keeping with the age of five or older would eliminate 

a wagon or cart being used to bring in a younger child, which is never allowed.  

 

The Time of Your Wedding 

 
The usual time for a wedding at St. Jude is between 10:00 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. on 

Saturdays.  This is respectful of the sacrament of Reconciliation at 4:00 p.m. and the 

anticipation Mass celebrated at 5:00 p.m.   

 

Saturday afternoon weddings are not scheduled on a Saturday preceding major liturgical  

feasts such as Palm Sunday, Easter, or the week preceding Christmas.  

It is possible, with the size of the parish, and with particular dates that couples               
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request for their wedding, that it may be necessary to schedule two weddings on the same                

day.  Sensitivity and allowance for this may be called upon, as well as for a funeral that 

would need to take place on the date of a scheduled wedding. 

 

Friday evening weddings can also be arranged. 

 

Rehearsal 

 
The rehearsal is one of the last stages of preparation for your wedding, but is equally as 

important.   

 

At the rehearsal, the Priest and the Coordinator will guide you through the 

ceremony.  They are the officiates in charge of the rehearsal in consultation with the 

engaged couple.   

 

The rehearsal is an informal gathering, but keep in mind that it is part of your preparation 

and held within the worship space.  

  

The rehearsal takes about forty five minutes to an hour.  Please ask your wedding party to 

be on time because the rehearsal cannot begin until all the wedding party is present.  

 

It is necessary for the Bride and Groom, the entire wedding party, the parents, ushers, 

readers and children in the wedding, to be present for the rehearsal. 

 

Music 
 

In accordance with the policy of the Archdiocese, the choice of music must be approved 

by the parish music director, even if she/he is not doing the music for your ceremony. 

Your wedding is first and foremost an act of worship, and all music must reflect this and 

be appropriate.   

 

o When you meet with the Wedding Coordinator, she will give you the 

             name and phone numbers for the music director.   

 

o Assistance in music selections and planning will be provided along with the 

Music Director’s phone numbers.  Compensation or fees for the 

musician/director are not included in the wedding fee.  

 

o  It is requested that accompanists and cantors are chosen from the St. Jude Music 

Ministry since these professionals are experienced in the Catholic Mass and 

wedding Ceremony.   

o All music must be approved by the Parish Music Director. 
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o CD’s or pre-recorded music is not allowed. 

 

 

Photography/Video 

 
Photographs may be taken during the ceremony, but are not to distract from the marriage 

ceremony.  Good sense is a must, and the Liturgy of the Mass and the Marriage Sacrament 

cannot be compromised for the sake of pictures.  The church is a sacred place for prayer, 

therefore respect is called for at all times.  The following guidelines apply for both  

photographers and videographers; professional and family members. 

 

 Photographers may begin pictures no sooner than two hours before the ceremony,  

and must finish thirty minutes before the start of the ceremony, to allow for final 

preparations. 

 

    Photos of the bride and groom together before the ceremony are discouraged,  

therefore when you schedule your wedding time, this should be considered. 

 

Once the wedding procession begins, photographers may not stand any closer to the  

front of the church then the third or fourth pew from the back. 

 

There is to be no photographic equipment on or near the altar/sanctuary area during the 

ceremony.  Videotaping is best when done from the back near the Baptismal fountain. 

 

After the ceremony pictures taken in the following order will allow the guest to 

proceed to the reception as soon as possible: 

a. Pictures with the presider [If wanted] 

b. Grandparents, parents and family 

c. Bridal Party with Bride and Groom  

d. Bride and Groom 

 

Photographers should bring their own step stools or short ladders.  The pews, chairs or 

furniture is not to be stood on or moved. 

 

“Cute pictures”, i.e., the bride showing her garter, the groomsmen holding the groom 

     or bride sideways, etc. are not to be taken in the church, and definitely not in front of 

     the altar.  These should be done outside the worship space, or at the reception. 

 

Church furniture, plants, or seasonal decorations are not to be moved and must remain 

where they were prior to the ceremony. 

 

The photographer and videographer will need to be contacted and given a copy of this         
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Photography Section of the policy.  

  

Wedding time does not guarantee availability of the church for pictures before or after. 

o The Wedding Coordinator must be consulted in advance with any questions the             

wedding party or photographer may have in regards to pictures. 

 

 ALL PICTURES AND PHOTO EQUIPMENT MUST BE FINISHED AND                 

CLEARED FROM THE CHURCH BY 3:45 AFTER A SATURDAY WEDDING. 

FORTY-FIVE MINUTES FOLLOWING A FRIDAY NIGHT WEDDING WILL                    

BE ALLOWED FOR PICTURES TO BE COMPLETED. 

 

 

St. Jude Church is now equipped with cameras and equipment to videotape weddings. 

Use of the church’s equipment to record a video will be done by the technician on staff at 

St. Jude only.  

o  An additional fee of $500.00 is required which covers using multiple cameras 

with the technician present for the rehearsal, the wedding and to complete the final 

editing and produce one CD.   
       

Flowers and Decorations 
 

The interior of the church makes a wonderful setting for weddings as it is; therefore 

simplicity tends to keep it elegant, with minimum decorations or adornments. 
 

 It is recommended that the florist examine the space and sanctuary area before any 

flowers are considered. 

 

 Seasonal decorations must remain in place, including banners, plants, etc. 

 

 Floral arrangements with the unity candle to be placed on the altar, should be 

checked with the Wedding Coordinator before ordering.  [Some priest do not allow 

the unity candle on the altar, especially during a Wedding Mass.]  It should not be of 

a size that would limit the altar space or obstruct the view of the presider or the 

assembly. Arrangements placed in the sanctuary area should follow the same 

guidelines, and should not obstruct the movement of the wedding party entering or 

leaving the sanctuary space. 

 

  Aisle runners are no longer allowed. They are difficult to walk on especially for 

brides and bridesmaids in heels.  They become a hazard for guests at a wedding Mass 

when processing forward for Communion. They are in the way for photographers 

finishing pictures after the ceremony, not to mention the cost only to have them 

placed in the trash. Therefore, flower petals dropped by the flower girl must be silk 

as to not stain the carpet when walked on.  
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 Pew bows or arrangements for the seating area are not to be fastened with tape or 

tacks.  The Wedding Coordinator will consult with the florist in this matter and will   

assist in placing the bows. 

 

 Delivery of flowers must be scheduled in time for pictures to begin, but no earlier 

than two and half hours prior to the ceremony.   

 

 The church has two candelabras that are available for use in the sanctuary space.   

You will be informed of the fee to help pay for the candles by the coordinator.   

 

 Aisle candelabra will need to be rented, and again this must be confirmed with 

the Wedding Coordinator. 

 

 Altar flowers are encouraged to be left in the church for the parish.  Any flowers, or  

other decorations not left for the church, must be removed after the ceremony or 

rental equipment pick up times must be arranged with the Coordinator. 

 

 

Other Important Issues 

 
Absolutely no alcoholic beverages are to be used in the building, the rest rooms, the 

bridal rooms, or on the grounds of the church prior to the wedding. The only place 

for it is during the reception.  Not before the wedding.  If alcohol use is observed, the 

wedding will not take place.  Please don’t mar this special day, by abusing this policy. 

 

If your reception is to be held in the St. Jude Cafeteria, alcoholic beverages are 

permitted, but only within the cafeteria area during the time of the reception. 

Please inform all those participating in the wedding or helping with your wedding, of this 

policy. 

 

Receiving lines or dismissal from the pews by the bride and groom depends on the timeof 

the wedding and the number of guests.  Be mindful of time needed to finish pictures after 

the ceremony.  (If the wedding time is later than 2:00 p.m., it is suggested that you greet 

guests at the reception, as photographers will be waiting to finish and the church will 

need to be readied for the Saturday evening Mass.) 

 

Guests books, are allowed, but for large weddings, it may be necessary to close the book 

early, so that all guests can be seated to allow the wedding ceremony to begin on time. 

The book will be put back out for signing as guests leave the ceremony. 

 

Rice, Birdseed: These are never allowed at the church.  
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Bubbles, flower petals and Balloons: These are also not allowed.  Balloons are unsafe 

for the environment and if you want to use bubbles, we suggest they be kept for the 

reception. 

 

Financial Considerations 

 
There is a fee of $350.00 that is required for the use of the church building.  This entails 

Parish Prep expenses, materials, the use of the church for rehearsal, the wedding and 

the Wedding Coordinator. An additional fee of $25.00 is required if you are using the 

church’s candelabras.    

  

The fee reserves the church for your day, within the time guidelines stated in this policy.  

Please enclose payment with the form on page #9 of this policy. A receipt will be   

provided at your request. 

 

Considerations outside of fee (not included)  

o Gratuity to the Priest is a matter of individual discretion. 

 

o Fees for musicians are negotiated by the musicians and the bride and 

groom. 

 

If you wish to rent the cafeteria or the multi-purpose building for your            

reception, please contact the parish office for details and additional fees required. 
 

 

A Final Word 

 
Out of respect for the worship space and church area; 

 

o Large amounts of food, food trays, etc., are not allowed.  We suggest small 

amounts of water or light snacks to be used by the wedding party as they get 

ready, but should be contained only to the rooms for each group.  

    

o Food and drinks are never allowed in the church or sanctuary area.  It will be the 

responsibility of the wedding party or family members to clean up the rooms and 

return them to the way they were upon arriving, removing all trash, dress bags, etc. 

 

The church is just that, a place of worship, and we ask for the respect it deserves.  We 

wish you the best and our prayers go with you.  We hope your wedding will be one that 

you will remember always. 
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Please fill out the following form and sign acknowledging you have read this 

policy and agree to follow the guidelines set forth. 

 

When this form is received, you will be contacted by the  

Liturgical Coordinator. 

 

 

 

GROOM BRIDE 

First Name:  First Name: 

Last Name: Last Name: 

Cell Phone #: Cell Phone #: 

Email:   Email: 

Signature: Signature:  

 

Date signed: _________________________         

 

Date of Wedding______________________  
 

Are you currently registered under groom’s name_______ or bride’s name_______? 

 

Please include the ($350.00 Church fee or $375.00 to include candelabras).  Make your 

check payable to St. Jude Church. Return this form with your check to the Parish Office: 

 

St. Jude Catholic Church 

Attn: Patti Collins  

5353 McFarland Road 

 Indianapolis, IN 46227 

 
 

For office use only: Fee Paid __________       Amount paid $________ 

   

Date: ____________  

 

Letter from Coordinator sent to couple—Date: ____________________ 

 


