
    
 
 
 
 
Why are we starting the campaign now?  
In 2015, our Expansion Committee formed a “Needs Assessment” Committee to review the 
current and future needs of our parish. After an extensive review of our previous expansions in 
2009 and 2011, they created a strategic vision for our parish and our school and identified three 
core areas of need as outlined in the Case for Support. St. Jude also conducted a feasibility study 
in early 2017 to test the support for this campaign, and we believe we have the right plan and 
the present ability within our community to lay a firm foundation for the future.  
 
Do most parishioners support these plans? 
Overwhelmingly yes! Interviews and surveys conducted over the summer indicated 
overwhelming support for these proposed plans, and a clear intention to move forward with the 
campaign.  
 
Who will be asked to support the campaign?  
Every household in the parish will be asked to prayerfully consider a financial pledge to the 
campaign.  
 
How will this campaign affect our annual United Catholic Appeal collection?  
St. Jude will not be part of the Fall 2017 United Catholic Appeal (UCA). Instead, the parish will 
donate part of the campaign funds to the archdiocese to meet this year's goal. We hope that 
while considering a contribution to Our Faith, Our Family, Our Future, you include what you might 
have given to the UCA this year.  
 
What if we do not raise the full amount? What happens if we raise more than goal?  
We fully expect to exceed our goal, and initial gifts have placed us well ahead of the pace 
necessary to do so. We will not break ground on the new facility until we have received a 
substantial portion of the necessary funds – at least 50% in cash flow. In the unlikely event that 
the campaign raises significantly less than anticipated, we will discuss options with the architect 
to scale back on the design of the proposed plan. In the event we significantly surpass our goal, 
parish leadership will initiate a collaborative community conversation to prayerfully determine 
the best use of the excess funds in accordance with our parish’s mission and priorities.  
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Why emphasize pledges?  
Pledges allow parishioners to consider larger commitments than they may be able to make with 
one-time gifts, helping to ensure the parish successfully surpasses its goal. We know that 
parishes like ours are able to raise over four times more through pledged commitments than 
through one-time gifts.  
 
Why does the request letter ask for a specific gift amount?  
It is important to communicate to all prospective donors what level of support is needed to 
achieve our goals. We do not know anyone’s private financial circumstances, and we receive gifts 
at all levels with gratitude. We ask each parishioner to prayerfully consider a gift that is 
appropriate and personally sacrificial.  
 
Why ask parishioners for different amounts? Wouldn't dividing the goal by the number of 
households be easier and fairer?  
Because each family has been blessed differently, this campaign follows the principle of equal 
sacrifice rather than equal giving. Asking for equal gifts is a method that has been shown in other 
parishes to lead to unsuccessful campaigns, and we believe such an approach would almost 
certainly ensure that we do not reach our goal. Success in this effort depends on seeking larger 
commitments from those who may be in a better position to consider them, and who have been 
most generous to the parish in the past. While every parishioner will be asked to participate, and 
we do not know anyone’s individual financial circumstances, some families are able to give more 
than others. We ask each family to consider a sacrificial gift in accordance with their ability.  
 
Why is each donor asked to complete a commitment card?  
Documentation enables the campaign to appropriately record and acknowledge each gift. We 
also believe the act of signing a specific pledge helps to emphasize the personal nature of this 
sacrificial commitment, and will lead to a more successful pledge fulfillment process for the 
parish. The commitment card is not a legally binding document, and we understand that 
people’s financial circumstances can change unexpectedly. If you believe you may not be able to 
fulfill your pledge as expected, please contact Fr. Banet. or Annette Calloway.  
 
To what extent are gifts tax deductible?  
All gifts to this campaign are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. Parishioners with 
specific questions regarding tax implications should contact an accountant or tax attorney.  
 
How should subsequent pledges be made?  
You may choose to pay on your pledge weekly, monthly, quarterly, semi-annually or annually. 
Payment frequencies will receive reminders in conjunction with their selected payment 
frequency.   
 
 


